
Culture and Environment



QUIZ

Where are we from?



ANSWER





QUIZ

LOS ANGELES IS 
FAMOUS FOR 4 THINGS, 
WHAT ARE THEY?



ANSWERS

1.Disneyland
2.Universal Studios
3.Hollywood Movies
4.McDonalds



Some things you may NOT 
know about LA



LA IS DIVERSE





FOOD IS DIVERSE





We have an area 
called “VENICE”







The traffic is voted 
#1 WORST IN THE 

WORLD







We have a baseball 
team called the 

“Dodgers”.





Let’s look at a 
graph!





So what does this MEAN?



What do these have in common?





What’s the purpose of an advertisement?

To make us BUY something!



More media → more exposure to 
advertisements





Do you use social media?





More ads → we WANT more



We want more → we buy more



We buy more --> more things made



More things made → More TRASH



more trash → global warming



To Summarize

Media consumption → 

more ads →

more of a feeling that we NEED more →

buy more →

more extraction →

more production →

more trash →



Let’s take a 10-minute break!



Quiz

• How much trash is produced by the 
average Japanese person in one day (in 
kg)?

• How much trash is produced by the 
average American in one day (in kg)?



Waste Produced Per Person

The average Japanese 
person produces 1 kg 
of waste per day

The average American 
produces 2 kg of waste 
per day

1. https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-11/documents/2014_smmfactsheet_508.pdf

2. https://www.statista.com/chart/3925/the-countries-generating-the-most-municipal-waste/



What products contain plastic?





How long does plastic last for?

• Plastic bags are used on average 

for 12 minutes 

• Plastic lasts an estimated 

500 years!
https://www.5gyres.org/plastic-bags/

https://www.5gyres.org/plastic-bags/


What happens to plastic after it gets thrown 
away?



Recycling

Incineration

Landfill

Ocean



Environment Facts Quiz

1. What percentage of all plastic produced globally is used 
only once?

2. What percentage of plastic in the U.S. is recycled?

3. Scientists predict that by 20__, there will be more plastic 
by weight in the ocean than fish.



Environment Facts Quiz

1. What percentage of all plastic produced globally comes from 

single-use packaging? 40%

2. What percentage of plastic in the U.S. is recycled? 9%

3. Scientists predict that by 2050, there will be more plastic by 

weight in the ocean than fish.



29% of CO2 emissions from production of 
goods

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/ghg-land-materials-management.pdf



Recycling

• In 2017, China announced that they will no longer accept foreign 
plastic for recycling 1

• The US and Japan were among the top countries exporting plastic 
to China

1. https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/06/28/623972937/china-has-refused-to-recycle-the-wests-plastics-what-now

2. http://www.worldstopexports.com/plastic-item-exports-country/



Recycling

• Plastic typically gets downcycled into cheap products, such as 
synthetic clothing (polyester, rayon, nylon) and toys

• A Greenpeace report found that an average of only 7% of plastic 
bottles are made of recycled plastic1

• Releases CO2 and toxins into the atmosphere

• Recycling usually only occurs once

1. https://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/24/almost-no-plastic-bottles-get-recycled-into-new-bottles.html



Chris Jordan
Artwork

http://www.chrisjordan.com/gallery/rtn2/#gyre

http://www.chrisjordan.com/gallery/rtn2/#gyre


Microplastics

• Microplastic = pieces of plastic <5mm

• Plastic has been found in 60% of all seabirds 
and 100% of all sea turtle species1

• Consumed by fish, which is then consumed by 
humans

1. https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/plastic-bad-environment-why-ocean-pollution-how-much-single-use-facts-recycling-

a8309311.html

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/plastic-bad-environment-why-ocean-pollution-how-much-single-use-facts-recycling-a8309311.html


Ocean

Over 100 million marine animals are killed each year due to plastic

1. https://conserveturtles.org/information-sea-turtles-threats-marine-debris/



Effects of Global Warming

- Hottest temperature on record in Japan; nearly 80 heat-related 
deaths and over 1000 hospitalizations

- California forest fire in August 2018 was the biggest in the history 
of California

- As many as 30-50% of all animal species heading towards 
extinction by 20501

1. https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/plastic-bad-environment-why-ocean-pollution-how-much-single-use-facts-recycling-

a8309311.html

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/plastic-bad-environment-why-ocean-pollution-how-much-single-use-facts-recycling-a8309311.html


Single Use Plastic Bans

• California became the first US state to ban plastic bags in 20141

• There are currently 311 local plastic bag bans throughout the US1

• Seattle was the first major US city to ban plastic straws, which was 
in 2008, 10 years ago2

• In July 2018, San Francisco passed an ordinance banning single-use 
plastic utensils and straws2

• Starbucks announced this year that it is taking action to phase out 
plastic straws

1. https://www.5gyres.org/plastic-bags/

2. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/25/plastic-straw-ban-california-people-with-disabilities

https://www.5gyres.org/plastic-bags/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/25/plastic-straw-ban-california-people-with-disabilities


Should we make any changes in our lives?



What can YOU do in YOUR daily life to save 
the environment?



Three Things YOU Can Do

1. Consume less; BUY LESS things; Save $/¥

1. REFUSE plastic bags & BRING YOUR OWN bags

1. Bring your own water bottle or tumbler when you go out; 
Avoid buying PET bottles



Thank you!!!
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